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Take four experienced, professional musicians from different backgrounds, mix well and what do you get? A red hot contemporary bluegrass band! With four different lead singers, all with the ability to sing any harmony part, their performances keep you on the edge of your seat. Each song has it’s own distinct sound.

These four are well known for their musical abilities. Larry Taylor has thirty years of experience playing in rock, country and bluegrass bands. He was a mainstay in the popular band “Stonebridge” for twenty two years and most recently has been bassist and vocalist for “Virginia Run”, a bluegrass group with members spanning three states. With this group he took part in an album release in 2003, titled “Blueridge”. Cuts from this CD have been played nationally and the title song charted in the top 40 bluegrass ratings.

Rick Altis is well known as bassist and vocalist for “The Cabin Fever Band”, a popular bluegrass group that performed from 1984 until 1999. With that group, Altis recorded two albums. The aptly named first album, “First Time Around” received heavy airplay on bluegrass stations. “Pulling Together” was their second release and this album was comprised of all original songs, penned by the members of the group. All four original members were talented songwriters and chose to perform as much original music as possible. The band shared the stage with such greats as The Seldom Scene, Eddie Adcock, Lonesome River Band and many others, and had a huge following.

Jim Almarode’s experience in bluegrass is extensive. He has performed with many bands throughout the last twenty-five years including “The Berry Pickers”, Heather Berry’s backup band, and a fifteen year stint with “The Cabin Fever Band” of which Altis was also a founding member. Jim plays a hand built “Scholfield” Mandolin and will add lead, baritone, tenor and bass vocals.

Jeff Ritchie has been playing the 5-String most all his life and is the driving force behind High Ground’s sound. Jeff formerly played for “Paradise” and “The Cabin Fever Band” and has been out of the business for a few years. He’s back with a vengeance now as an integral part of this high energy bluegrass band.

As a unit, they now tour as “High Ground” and since all four are prolific song writers, original music makes up a good portion of their show. The traditional material that they perform takes on the personality of the band with each song having it own “High Ground” signature added.

Their first album, “Old Friends” has garnered rave reviews and good airplay on bluegrass stations. Their second effort, “A Game I Can’t Win” features all original material. Special guest stars on that album include songwriter/singer Donna Hughes who wrote “My Poor Old Heart”. This song was a hit by Grammy Award winning Alison Krauss and Union Station. Also guesting on the project was Jimmy Fortune, formerly with the Statler Bros. Jimmy is also an award winning songwriter/singer with hits such as “Elizabeth”(1984 Song Of The Year). Jimmy recorded this on High Ground’s album with a “bluegrass twist”. “Songs To Lead You Home” was their all gospel release in 2007. A new album is planned to be released Fall 2008.

 High Ground was chosen “Artist Of The Month’ in October 2005 on www.bluegrassradio.org and continues to enjoy good airplay nationwide. High Ground proudly endorses GHS Strings,Trinity River Guitars, Rocktron Amps and Jammerz Music.
Put this band in your booking plans now!
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High Ground”

Po Box 167

Mount Sidney, VA 24467
Web Address-  www.rickaltis.com/highground.htm
Email-              highground@rickaltis.com 

Phone-            540- 248-1289

                       540-337-1373
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