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What Folks Are Saying

Reviews for "High Ground"


Jimmie Skinner-Promoter-Ohio
Bluegrass Junction was recently privileged to have a very exciting band perform for us that had the crowd rocking with their first song. By the second song people were asking when can we have them back, ''This band is awesome" was a comment we heard a lot that night.
  The High Ground band is smooth as silk. They have excellent timing, their vocals are great and we sure are glad that they came to Bluegrass Junction
  We highly recommend High Ground band to any promoter that wants a very Exciting “high energy” band.
Thanks Rick, Jimmy, Bryan & Larry for a great show.
 Jimmie & Fonda Skinner
Bluegrass Junction
Shalersville Ohio


Bob Thompson-Promoter- Washington DC area
If you weren't at 1090 Sterling Road in Herndon, Virginia last night, you missed a truly great show. HIGH GROUND was in concert at Holy Cross Lutheran Church and the boys from the Shenandoah Valley tore the place up with their hard driving instrumentals, wonderful vocal harmonies and great sense of humor to boot . If you haven't seen them perform --- shame on you --- get out more . Thanks to Rick Altis, Jim Almarode, Bryan Plemmons and Larry Taylor - HIGH GROUND - you're always welcome at 

our house!



Vicki Abbott

"Abbott's Bluegrass Habit"
www.WorldWideBluegrass.com
High Ground, "Old Friends", so named for long time friends, Rick Altis and Larry Taylor, is an enjoyable mix of traditional, gospel, instrumental and new bluegrass. Tight vocals and great instrumentation along with the addition of some new friends, Will Parsons, Jimmy Almarode, Bryan Plemmons and Ben Swarey, have created and album you'll enjoy hearing again and again. You'll definitely be hearing them on my show!


Clyde Scott 
BluegrassRadio.org
"I kinda excited about a new group called High Ground.. They have a new CD that is really good stuff..!!"

High Ground- "Artists Of The Month" October 2005

We are honored to have you as our 'Artist Of The Month' at Bluegrass Radio. I really liked your stuff the first time I listened to it here in our studio.... Clyde Scott


Gracie Muldoon- Station Manager
www.WorldWideBluegrass.com

WOW!!!!! WHAT A GREAT CD YOU HAVE!!!! I WAS THRILLED WHEN I HEARD THE FIRST SONG.. AND AM LISTENING TO THE REST. SO FAR, SO GREAT! 

VERY GOOD CD! THE VOCALS ARE RIGHT ON AND INSTRUMENTATION IS SOLID GOOD BLUEGRASS! YOU GUYS ARE VERY GRASSY AND I WILL PLAY YOU ON ALL MY RADIO SHOWS........Gracie


Matt Null
Host, "House Mountain Radio"
WLUR-91.5FM
"Old Friends" shows High Ground to be an incredibly tight bluegrass band with pitch-perfect, high lonesome harmonies, soulful lead vocals, and intricate, inventive picking all around.  With songs like "Wild Bill Jones" and "Money in the Bank," they stay true to the traditions of the genre yet forge ahead with their own unique sound.  The skilled guitar, mandolin, and banjo-work on this album sets High Ground apart from many of their peers and will grab your ear from start to finish.  If you're looking for a fresh bluegrass sound, check out this band.  We're definitely looking forward to having them on the show!



Bill Kramer- The Staunton (VA) News Leader 5/26/2005
There are few things more fun than a democratic, inclusive bluegrass outfit, especially one that is trotting out new material by folks who've played together for a long time. Throw in the fact that most of these guys play multiple instruments and can fill various vocal responsibilities, and you've got something.


County Sales
Solid and pleasant, well-played Bluegrass with a Lonesome River Band influence. The principles—Rick Altis and Larry Taylor—are from the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. Just 10 songs here, including nice versions of MONEY IN THE BANK, AM I A FOOL FOR HANGING ON and WILL THE ROSES BLOOM.
The Little Grill- Harrisonburg, VA- Music Venue
High Ground is a traditional five-man bluegrass outfit led by Larry Taylor and Rick Altis, and they are proof positive that The Blue Ridge Mountains are just ripe with talented musicians. Larry and Rick have been friends for 30 years, and their first musical collaboration, aptly titled "Old Friends," will make you wonder why they haven't gotten together before now. Thankfully, they have. Lucky us.
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r area soems to just
spawn talented musi-
cians, and a pair of

. Larry Taylor and Rick
. have just reloased a now
titled “01d Friends™. Not
that these guys are newcom-
ers to music lovers.

Altis, from Mount Sidney

t: breakfast at
Lester's coffee.

was part of the regionally
popular Cabin Fever Band
for 15 years, and Taylor, who
lives in Luray, played with
Stonebridge for more than
20 years and lately with the
band Virginia Run

The pair have been fricnds
for more than 30 years and
always said they needod to
record together. With *0ld
Friends,” they've kept that
promise, and in the bargain
have given Valley bluegrass
fans & nice little treat.

The new CD, available
locally at Crossroads Records
and Tapes, is a lovely collection
of tunes, and it's befitting of
the ttle of “0ld Friends” since
itis as comfortable as a pair of
rocking chairs on a shuded
front porch.

Aldod by their friend Will
Parson, who adds some
spirited banjo work
throughout, Taylor and Altis
work through 10 tunes on
the sel, covering the gamut
of bluegrass from gospel to
talos of strugglos with lifo.

Among the highlights is the
tender and moving "Lt It Go,
a tale about handing over
worries (o God that feature
lovely harmony vocals from

the pair. That samo
assuredness for harmony
vocals is present for most the
CD.most particularly on "It
‘Won't Work This Time,” “Am |
A Fool for Hanging On” and
the call-and-response take of
the old standard, “Where the
Soul of Man Never Dies.

‘Their playing is also top-
notch; especially the guitar
on “Money In the Bank" and
another overgreen, “Will the
Roses Bloom.” The interplay
between their guitars and
mandolin is also quite nice
on "My Tears Are Falling Like
Rain.”

Here's hoping these guys
got out and play a lot in the
Valley and that it won't be as
long a wait before they
record again





